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KCCR Research areas
• Malaria
RTS'S Vaccine Trial
Genetics of host resistance and susceptibility to severe malaria
Improvement in treatment of severe malaria
• Tuberculosis
Genetics of host resistance and susceptibility to tuberculosis
• Entomology
Insect vectors and parasite transmission in malaria, onchocerciasis and 

elephantiasis
• Aflatoxin toxicity
Aflatoxin ingestion and health impact in a high ingesion area of Ghana
• Filariasis
Anti-symbiotic chemotherapy for elimination of Wolbachia in elephantiasis and 

onchocerciasis
• Buruli Ulcer
Multi disciplinary research for improvement of control in Africa.
• Neglected diseases in African Children
Respiratory infections, stool infections and blood related infections
• Water Quality
Presence of bacteria in water



Filariasis clinical trials conducted  for the 
past 19 years



Three of the studies were approved by 
G-FDA-Ghana Public Health Act 2012

DOLF MORION LEDoxy



KCCR research sites







Our Compliance is always high



Of the 233 patients, only 5 minor infection



The Kumasi team has rich 
experience in conducting 

clinical trials 



The TAKeOFF Platform 
• With 2012 London declaration on NTDs, it is 

expected that more clinical trials will take place in 
Africa

• What is lacking however, is expertise to conduct CT in 
GCP manner

• In 2017, the German Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF)  granted the TAKeOFF 
consortium over 8 million Euros to build a CT 
platform for filariasis and podocionosis 



Tackling the Obstacles to Fight 
Filariasis and Podoconiosis 

The vision:
To make Africa and the world free of Lymphatic Filariasis and Podoconiosis

The mission: 
To offer evidence-based treatment, control and elimination 
of lymphatic filariasis and podoconiosis in Africa through networking, awareness 
programs and empowering researchers and local health authorities within the 
African region.



TAKeOFF Consortium partners 



Institutional 
PIs

Achim Hoerauf
Samuel Wanji

Alex Debrah
Inge Kroidl Upendo Mwingira 



To Establish a multinational Filariasis Clinical Trial 
Platform (F-Cure) to harmonize procedures to address 

the specific needs for filariasis control across Africa

To create awareness about the diseases

1

Objectives of the consortium
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Status and tasks accomplished
Harmonization of clinical trial procedures

• Consortium met in Kumasi, Ghana in May 2017 to discuss 
and harmonize the procedures

• 72 SOPs for oncho and LF research have been developed

• GCP Training in Ghana by G-FDA for Ghanaians and 
Cameroonians

• 252 paged protocol in accordance with GCP have been 
developed and submitted to
– Local IRB
– Ministries  of Health  
– Local FDAs



14 pages

Ghana Public Health Act 2012
before

252 pages

after



Human Capacity development 
goals achieved 

• The F-CuRE platform has provided clinical trial 
performance related courses such as GCP/GLP, 
internal monitoring, data management and 
statistics
– Trial clinicians 
– Trial pharmacists
– Lab technologists
– Research assistants
– Nurses 



GCP certificates awarded by G-FDA



Infrastructural Capacity development  
goal achieved

• Infrastructural dev’t
– Field laboratories are in place
– 4 minus 80 freezers
– Lab equipment, etc.
– Drug storage facility with temp control system
– Fire proof cabinets for document storage 
– Fleet of cross country vehicles  for field work
– Archived  room for document  storage 
– Liquid nitrogen tanks
– Microscopes 
– Etc.



Molecular Biology lab - PCR machines

Safety hood for PCR mastermix Cobert Machine

Real time PCR to detect Wolbachia
ftsZ gene in mf from filtered blood





Filariasis team has cross country 
vehicles for field work



Summary and Conclusion 

• The TAKeOFF consortium is building a strong 
F-Cure platform for the conduct of  Phase 2-4 
clinical trials.



Thank you
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