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KENYA MEDICAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE (KEMRI)

Research Programmes 
KEMRI has Six (6) Main Programmes, that are aligned to 
the KEMRI Strategic Master Plan and the Vision 2030 as 
follows:- 

1. Biotechnology Programme 
2. Traditional Medicine & Drug Development 
3. Infectious and Parasitic Diseases 
4. Public Health and Health Systems  
5. Non Communicable Diseases 
6. Sexual, Reproductive, Adolescent & Child Health

Research Centres
The following are the Research and Training Centres in 
the Institute
• Centre for Biotechnology Research and Development 

(CBRD) Nairobi. 
• Centre for Clinical Research (CCR) Nairobi. 
• Centre for Public Health Research (CPHR) Nairobi.
• Centre for Infectious and Parasitic Diseases Control 

Research (CIPDCR) Busia. 
• Centre for Microbiology Research (CMR) Nairobi. 
• Centre for Respiratory Diseases Research (CRDR) 

Nairobi. 
• Centre for Traditional Medicine and Drug Research 

(CTMDR) Nairobi. 
• Centre for Global Health Research (CGHR) Kisumu. 
• Centre for Virus Research (CVR) Nairobi. 
• Centre for Geographic Medicine Research, Coast 

(CGMRC) Kilifi. 
• Eastern and Southern Africa Centre of International 

Parasite control (ESACIPAC) Nairobi.
• KEMRI Graduate School of Health Sciences (KGSHS), 

Nairobi. 

Human Resource Capacity
KEMRI has developed a critical mass of scientists, technical 
and administrative support staff to rank as one of the leading 

In search of better health

BACKGROUND
The Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) 
is a state corporation established through the 
Science and Technology (Amendment) Act 
of 1979, which has since been amended to 
Science, Technology and Innovation Act, 2013.

The 1979 Act established KEMRI as a National 
body responsible for carrying out health 
research in Kenya. It spells out the mandate 
and responsibilities of KEMRI.

MANDATES
• To carry out research in human health.

• To cooperate with other research 
organizations and institutions of higher 
learning on matters of relevant research 
and training.

• To liaise with other relevant bodies within 
and outside Kenya carrying research and 
related activities.

• To disseminate and translate research 
findings for evidence based policy 
formulation and implementation.

• To cooperate with the Ministry 
responsible for Health, the National 
Commission for Science, Technology, 
and Innovation, and the Medical Sciences 
Advisory Research Committee in matters 
pertaining to research policies and 
priorities.

• To do all such things as appear to be 
necessary, desirable or expedient to carry 
out its functions.

VISION

To be a leading Centre of Excellence in 
Research for Human Health

MISSION

To Improve Human Health and Quality of 
life through Research, Capacity Building, 

Innovation and Service Delivery

MOTTO

The motto of the Institute is “In Search of 
Better Health”

centre of excellence in health research development. 
KEMRI has trained all cadres of professionals totalling 
1250 and it boasts of Professors, about 100 PhD’s, 
over 200 Masters & medical doctors, over 900 
highly trained technologists , technicians  and career 
administrators.

Major Achievements

MAJOR REGULATORY FUNCTIONS
• KEMRI is the Medical Research arm of the 

Government and provides advice to the Ministry 
on various aspects of healthcare and delivery.

• National diseases surveillance and rapid response 
capacity for major disease outbreaks (cholera, 
chikungunya virus, H1N1 flu, yellow fever, rift 
valley fever, ebola, aflatoxicosis etc)

GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT
• Technical and research support for the ETAT 

(emergency care of critically ill children) guidelines
• KEMRI provided Technical Facilitation in 

development of National Guidelines for 
Prevention of Cervix, Breast and Prostate cancers

• Developed a curriculum and guidelines on 
biosafety and biosecurity for Health Care Workers 
in collaboration with Ministry of Health

• Rationalization and regulation of traditional 
medicine

• Human resource capacity development for 
research though attachments and in the KEMRI-
JKUAT INTROMID collaboration

SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH OUTCOMES
• KEMRI Researchers were part of the team 

that demonstrated prevention of HIV using 
antiretroviral drugs- (Pre exposure prophylaxis 
and treatment as prevention) which was hailed as 
a scientific breakthrough and No 1 Discovery of 
the year 2011 by Science Magazine, 2011

• KEMRI scientists participated in research on 
combination therapy for treatment of Visceral 
Leishmaniasis which reduced the treatment of 
Leishmaniasis from 30 days to 17 days; 

• Development of treatment regimens that have 
reduced treatment period for leprosy and 
Tuberculosis (TB).

• KEMRI is hosting three (3) of eleven sites 
participating in RTSS (Malaria prevention vaccine) 
where Phase II and III Clinical Trials results were 
hailed as Scientific Discovery No. 4 of the year 
2011.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION IN 
THE PROMOTION OF GLOBAL HEALTH 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES 
• Regional laboratory capacity building in operation 

research under the East African Public Health 
Laboratory networking project (EAPHLN).

• WHO designated International Training Center to 
implement capacity strengthening training courses 
to support Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) 
control Programmes.

• WHO designated Centre of excellence in Malaria, 
Nutrition and Virology

• World Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating 
Centre for HIV/AIDS, Tropical Diseases Research, 
Polio Immunization, Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers and 
Anti-Microbial Resistance (WHO-NET).

• USA National Research Council recognized 
training institute for postdoctoral and senior 
research awards

• The Africa Regional headquarters for Drugs for 
Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi).

• Africa’s regional center for International Union 
against TB and Lung Diseases, the International 
Union against Cancers and the Global Health 
Initiative on Climate Change and Health.

• Africa Network for Drugs and Diagnostics 
Innovation (ANDI) Centre of Excellence in the 
Manufacturing and Development of Diagnostic 
Kits and as a Centre of excellence for HIV 
Operational research.

• A designated “Good Clinical Practice Centre” for 
Clinical Trials.

• Global Centre of Excellence in Parasite Control 
under Hashimoto Initiative Programme.

• Regional Headquarters for Emerging and Re-
Emerging Disease and Climate Change & Health.
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Type F: This socket can 
also be used with plug C.

Type C: This socket can 
also be used with plug F.

Type E: This socket can also 
be used with plug C. Plug F 
will also do, but only with an 
additional pinhole.

Type L
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CONTACT US
DNDi Africa Regional Office, in Nairobi ¦ Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) ¦ P.O. Box 20778 KNH 00202 Nairobi

Tel: +254 20 273 0076 ¦ Email: africa@dndi.org ¦ Website: www.dndi.org

AFRICA


