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Health and development

• “Improving the health and longevity of the 
poor is an end in itself, a fundamental goal of 
economic development. But it is also a means
to achieving the other development goals 
relating to poverty reduction. The linkages of 
health to poverty reduction and to long‐term 
economic growth are powerful, much stronger 
than is generally understood…”

Commission on Macroeconomics and Health, 2000Commission on Macroeconomics and Health, 2000



‘Worldmapper’ map: Area of countries 
proportional to number of doctors

‘Worldmapper’ map: Area of countries 
proportional to HIV/AIDS prevalence



‘Worldmapper’ map: Area of countries 
proportional to malaria cases

The world is no longer bipolar
The world of the 1950s’:

The “North” and the “South”
The world today: The “North”, the 
“South” and countries in transition
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http://www.gapminder.org/



Health and development: 
Zimbabwe, South Korea, South Africa
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The Sisyphus challenge of the 21st century
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Francisco Sagasti. Knowledge and innovation for development. The Sisyphus challenge of 
the 21st century, Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, USA:Edward Elgar, 2004. 151 pages



Translational research:
Crossing the Valley of Death

Tapping the power of networks



• “Here we highlight a complementary and 
increasingly important means to improve health 
equity: the growing ability of some developing 
countries to undertake health innovation”

Morel et al (2005) Science 309:401-404, 2005

National Health Innovation Systems
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Morel et al (2005) Science 309:401‐404, 2005



Evolution of the scientific enterprise
(Barabási AL (2005) Science 308:639‐641)
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Examples of DNDi networks: LEAP



DNDi networks: HAT; PAN4ND

African Network for Drugs and 
Diagnostics Innovation

Mboya‐Okeyo, Ridley and Nwaka (2009) The Lancet 373:1507‐1508



Thank you

morel@fiocruz.br


